


Model City Hall offers 
the first conference 
in Canada to offer 

high school students 
the opportunity to 

experience municipal 
politics at no cost



Welcome to Model City Hall 
Hamilton 2018! After four 
consecutive years of running this 
conference in Toronto, we are 
thrilled to have been able to 
expand our conference to 
Hamilton! This event marks the first 
ever Model City Hall in Hamilton. 
We are incredibly excited to have 
so many high school students from 
across the Greater Toronto 
Hamilton Area here with us today. 

Over the last few months, we have 
been securing sponsorships, 
working closely with Ward 3 
Councillor Matthew Green as well 
as a passionate Executive Team of 
youth living in Hamilton, and 
fine-tuning all the litt le details to 
ensure that this conference is 
completely free and accessible and 
the best it can be. Admittedly, it 
took a great deal of hard work, but 
knowing that you and your fellow 
delegates will leave today feeling 
inspired, accomplished, and more 
engaged in municipal politics will 
make all the efforts worthwhile.

At today?s conference, you will have 
the opportunity to tackle some of 
Hamilton?s most interesting and 
polarizing problems, such as 
homelessness and the opioid crisis. 
It?s up to you to step in the shoes of 
a City Councillor for the day and 
work with your fellow delegates to 
come up with novel and feasible 
solutions to these problems. After 
the conference, your motions will 
be sent to Hamilton City Hall, giving 
you not only an opportunity to 
strengthen your public speaking 
and debating skills, but a forum for 
your voices to be heard.

Today, you will hear from two 
awesome speakers. You will also be 
able to network with a number of 
Hamilton leaders and 
decision-makers during our Lunch 
& Networking session and make 
plenty of new friends from across 
the GTHA! Take advantage of 
today?s amazing opportunities and 
commit to leaving inspired, 
accomplished, and ready to ignite 
change in your community.

WELCOME



MODEL CITY HALL?

Founded in Toronto in 2015, Model City Hall is a 
youth-led, federally-registered Canadian non-profit (986688-4) 
that is dedicated to encouraging youth involvement in 
municipal politics. Our non-profit holds a free, annual 
conference at City Hall.

Model City Hall hosts the first conference in Canada to 
offer high school students the opportunity to experience 
municipal politics at no cost. At the event, students from all 
over the GTHA have the opportunity to participate in 
committees to play the roles of Councilors to debate and craft 
resolutions. Our mission is to make municipal politics 
accessible to all high school students.

 Model City Hall outreaches to students from different 
backgrounds ? from model schools, low-income communities, 
and other marginalized backgrounds. In short, we aim for 
inclusivity.  In Toronto, we also lead an ambassador program 
to enhance the outreach and directly start training youth. 
Ambassadors reach out to high school students across the 
GTHA and are given the opportunity to help facilitate Model 
City Hall.  

Overall, Model City Hall connects youth to leaders within 
our community. All resolutions drafted at Model City Hall 
conferences are submitted to City Hall officials, creating a 
dialogue between the decision makers of today and tomorrow. 

Making municipal polit ics more 
accessible to youth



MODEL CITY HALL?

MEET THE EXEC TEAM

Want  to join the #MCHH2019 Exec Team?                  

 Stay tuned for updates at  modelcityhall.org



Mat t hew Green

Sarah Jam a

Councillor Matthew Green was born in 
Hamilton. He is a graduate of Political 
Science from Acadia University, attended 
McMaster University and received a 
certificate of Executive Education and 
Governance for Non-Profits from Harvard. 
Matthew was elected to City Council in 2014. 
He has championed workers? rights, 
dignified housing, has strongly opposed 
carding and racial profiling, and has made 
Hamilton the first City in Ontario to regulate 
and license payday lenders. Matthew is 
proud to live in the community he serves 
with his spouse Jayde and the joy of his life, 
his son Langston. 

Sarah Jama is a community organizer from 
Hamilton, Ontario. She is co-founder of the 
Disability Justice Network of Ontario (DJNO) 
and holds a Social Sciences degree from 
McMaster University. Her lived experiences 
have fostered interests and a passion for: 
community engagement, disability justice, 
and activism. Sarah currently works at the 
Hamilton Centre for Civic Inclusion as an 
Outreach Coordinator. In her spare time, 
she acts as a consultant, and is currently 
working with the Hamilton Wentworth 
District School Board to create anti-racism 
training and peer support based curriculum 
for students at the school board. 

KEYNOTE 
SPEAKERS

 

Phot o f rom  Tw it t er  

 

Phot o f rom  upst ream conference.ca



St ephanie Ber t olo

Joey Colem an
Joey Coleman is an independent journalist in Hamilton 
who provides extensive coverage of City Hall at 
ThePublicRecord.ca as Canada's first crowdfunded local 
journalist. Joey was a member of the old City of Hamilton 
youth advisory committee prior to amalgamation.

SPECIAL GUESTS

Stephanie Bertolo, Vice-President (Education) for the 
McMaster Students Union, is a born and raised 
Hamiltonian and advocate for change. She has 
extensive lobbying experience at a municipal level and 
looks forward to continuing her work in this role. When 
she isn?t advocating, she enjoys going to new coffee 
shops, art crawls, and rock climbing.

Russ Powers
Russ Powers is an accomplished Canadian 
politician, serving as a member of the House of 
Commons in Canada?s 38th Parliament and as a 
representative for the Liberal Party in the riding of 
Ancaster? Dundas? Flamborough? Westdale. 

Ik ram  Farah
Ikram Farah is the President of the McMaster Students 
Union and a graduating level IV Honours Political Science 
and Labour Studies student. Her platform focuses on 
advocacy and improving student life. She has done much 
work within the University and Students Union, from being 
Social Sciences SRA Representative to working as a student 
partner with the MacPherson Institute.
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ITINERARY

8:30 AM - 9:00 AM: Delegat e Regist rat ion (Rot unda)

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM: Opening Cerem ony (Council 
Cham bers)

10:00 AM - 11:15 AM: Com m it t ee Session 1

Public Health Board: Council Chambers

Planning Committee: Room 264

General Issues Committee: Room 192/193

11:20 AM - 12:35 PM: Com m it t ee Session 2

Planning Committee: Council Chambers

General Issues Committee: Room 192/193

Public Health Board: Room 264

12:40 PM - 1:50 PM: Lunch & Net work ing Session 
(Rot unda)

1:55 PM - 3:05 PM: Com m it t ee Session 3

General Issues Committee: Council Chambers

Public Health Board: Room 192/193

Planning Committee: Room 264

3:05 PM - 3:30 PM: Awards and Closing Cerem onies
(Council Cham bers)



SPONSORS
Thanks to the following sponsors for making the Model City Hall Hamilton 2018 
conference a success! Our sponsors drive our growth and support our mission to make 
municipal politics more accessible to high school students. Without their support, this 
event would not have been possible. 

GOLD

SILVER

IN-KIND



Enjoying #MCHH2018? Follow our social 
media for future event updates. 

Facebook: Model City Hall Hamilton

Instagram: @modelcityhallhamilton

Twitter: @MCHHamilton


