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Dear Delegates,  

Welcome to Social Policy Committee at Model City Hall 2018! 

Greeting you with enthusiasm, we are your co-chairs - Kandeel Imran and Bonnie Li. We are very 

glad that you have chosen this committee, and are very excited for a day of interesting debate 

and discussions! 

Concerning how a society functions and progresses, social policies have been of critical 

importance throughout history. It addresses how states and society responds to global 

challenges of social, demographic, economic and technological changes.  Social policies aim to 

find ways to reduce inequalities of opportunity - specifically inequalities in access to services and 

support amongst different social groups. According to Burch et al (1991), Social Policy is 

associated with 'de jure', 'de facto' - it is rooted in legal framework and tends to follow a 

particular form of practice. Yet in our society, we witness often times social policy is subjected to 

absence of implementation, or absence of implementation.  

With drastic social, economic, and technical changes in today’s society, there is so much for us to 

do. For our committee, we target five issues specific for our current society. Accompanies by 

exponential technological growth, massive innovations and automations, how should we adjust 

our education curriculum accordingly so we are not falling behind? With the rise of modern 

economics, should we enforce personal finance into the curriculum to ensure that we are 

financially literate? On the social aspect, should, and how should we help the vulnerable citizens 

find work? The rise of globalization has brought many good changes, but it has also changed our 

housing market - how can we make sure that housings are still affordable to our people?  

At Model City Hall, it is time for you to voice your opinion on these complex problems. Through 

debate and discussions, we tackle some of the toughest social problems in our community. Not 

only will your voice be heard amongst other youth, we also send our resolutions from the 

session to trustees and city councillors.  

As your co-chairs, we are highly excited to see young people actively taking part in municipal 

politics, voicing opinions, and  making effort to solve societal problems. We appreciate your 

enthusiasm and active participation, and hope you have a great time at MCH 2018! 

 

Best Regards,  

 

Bonnie Li and Kandeel Imran  
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Topic 1: Detention Centres 

The Toronto Immigrant Holding Centre is located at 385 Rexdale Blvd, Toronto, Ontario. Inside, 

immigration detainees are detained under the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act. 

Immigration detainees are not criminals or facing criminal charges; they may be refugee 

claimants, survivors of armed conflict or torture; victims of smuggling and human trafficking; or 

even children1. “The Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) has the authority to detain foreign 

nationals and permanent residents if they have reasonable grounds to believe the person is: 

inadmissible; a danger to the public; unlikely to appear (flight risk) for immigration processes; 

and/or unable to satisfy the officer of their identity (foreign nationals only).” Detention can also 

be under reasonable grounds that a CBSA officer suspects a person is inadmissible due to 

security reasons, violation of human or international rights, or criminal reasons2.  

 

With detainees, many Canadian children stay with their parent(s) as de facto detainees, despite 

not being formally detained3. The International Human Rights Program (IHRP) found that each 

                                                           
1  Canadian Red Cross. “Who Are Immigration Detainees?” Red Cross Canada,  
2 Ibid 
3 Gros, Hanna. Invisible Citizens: Canadian Children in Immigration Detention. Edited by Samer Muscati, University of Toronto 
Faculty of Law, 2017, pp. 1–57, Invisible Citizens: Canadian Children in Immigration Detention. 
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year between 2011 and 2015, an average of at least 48 Canadian children stayed in the Toronto 

Immigration Holding Centre for a period of time4. “An immigration detainee’s detention is 

reviewed every 30 days by the quasi-judicial Immigration and Refugee Board, but where the 

person is detained is at the sole discretion of CBSA officers.”5 In Ontario, if not held at the 

Toronto Immigrant Holding Centre, they are held in maximum-security provincial jails6. This 

system has long been criticized by human rights organizations - some of which claim many 

immigrants are jailed for no reason, then being left and neglected by the government in some 

cases.  

On October 30th, 2017, a 50-year-old woman died in immigrant detention, becoming the 10th 

person to die in immigration detention in the last five years and at least the sixteenth since 

20007. A question of ethics comes into play here - while this system is aimed at maintaining 

order for our society, are they morally justified and actually beneficial to our society? 

 

Discussion Questions 

 Is immigration detention ethical and should it be done? Should policy changes be made 

to shorten the indefinite sentences that immigrants face?  

 

  

                                                           
4 Ibid 
5 Kennedy, Brendan. “50-Year-Old Woman Dies in Immigration Detention.” Thestar.com, 2 Nov. 2017,  
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Topic 2: Financial Literacy 

HuffPost has called Financial Literacy in 

Canada “a Farce”, stating that Canadians 

don’t understand the basics8. Indeed, 

according to surveys commissioned by 

LowestRate.ca, only 31% of millennials in 

Toronto passed a test designed of 

common financial questions9. In 2016, a 

campaign by the Toronto Youth Cabinet 

stressed that teens are sorely lacking 

knowledge about everything from credit 

cards to filing tax returns - the campaign 

has gained much attention.  After 

repeated calls for mandatory money skills 

to be taught in high school, in March 

2017, Education Minister Mitzie Hunter finally announced the plan of rolling out pilot projects at 

28 high schools aimed at revamping the Grade 10 careers course and laying the groundwork for 

financial literacy to become part of the curriculum. While financial skills are a centrepiece, 

students will also learn entrepreneurship and digital literacy, in addition to career and life 

planning.  

Previously, financial literacy is integrated into the curriculum through various courses such as 

mathematics and social studies. The plan is considered as the “first step in modernizing the 

careers curriculum”10 - it will make the curriculum more relevant by linking students’ goals for 

post-secondary school and the workplace with money skills like budgeting, planning and saving 

                                                           
8  Thouin, Justin. “Financial Literacy in Canada is A Farce.” HuffPost. May 5, 2017. 
9 “Most Canadians Feel They are Financially Literate.”LowestRate.ca. May 2017.  
10 Gordon, Andrea. “Ontario Launches Plan to Teach High School Kids Financial Skills.” The Star. March 23, 2017.  

Figure 1: Katelyn Kennedy's "Financial Literacy Facts" (based in America) 
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that will help them get there. The plan is expected to cost the ministry $142 00011. But there’s 

still a lot of work to be done to ensure teens leave school with the basic money knowledge they 

need. Many believe the gaps are still “enormous” between what public have called for over the 

years, and what the ministry has put in place. Furthermore, what exactly the materials will cover 

and its effectiveness is yet to be seen. The current process of giving students input into designing 

the course and a voice in what material should be included remains controversial.  

Discussion Questions: 

 What materials should this course cover? In addition to filing taxes, should more 

advanced topics such as investment and trading be included? 

 What are the aspects we need to consider throughout this curriculum change? (Logistics, 

fundings, academic, etc.) What would the implementation look like? 

 

  

                                                           
11 Ibid 
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Topic 3: Technical Literacy  

There has been many movements stressing the importance of  STEM courses, with some calling 

students in Ontario to take mandatory courses pertaining to the STEM fields. As of now, fewer 

than half of high schoolers take senior STEM courses, despite the fact that about 70 percent of 

Canada’s top jobs require such preparation.  There have been many cases where students 

realized too late that they needed specific high school STEM courses to get into the program of 

their interest. Furthermore, many who were not interested in science, math, or technology as 

teenagers, join the workforce only to realize the very importance of those subjects and find 

themselves trapped in the lack of STEM skills, preventing them from getting better jobs. Many of 

them expressed that there could have been things to encourage students to pursue STEM, or 

extra support, or more enthusiasm on behalf of the teachers.  

 

 

 

According to research done by Let’s Talk Science, teens’ neglect of science and math is costing 

the Canadian economy millions. Many believe the lacklustre pursuit of STEM education needs to 

be addressed at all levels, starting with the government by making more math and science 

courses mandatory. On the other hand, many see such STEM movements as limiting student 

interests and pursuits, and would make education more dreadful to those weak or not interested 
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in the STEM areas. Currently, both Manitoba and Newfoundland require a Grade 12 math credit 

to graduate, and only New Brunswick and Newfoundland require a Grade 12 science credit.  As 

part of a broad strategy to support their tech sector, British Columbia and Nova Scotia have 

already committed to prioritize coding in their schools' curriculums. Although Ontario has yet to 

do so, many recommendations have been made to replace general science with more rigorous 

science courses, to include more coding and programming courses, to make computer science 

courses mandatory, and to make certain senior science courses mandatory. Specific plans and 

their implementation is to be discussed. 

Discussion Questions: 

 Would it be appropriate to enforce more STEM courses? 

 Which (if any) of the recommendations should be adopted and how do we mandate 

them?  
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Topic 4: Retraining for Welfare Recipients  

It is commonly agreed that Toronto can do more to help its most vulnerable residents to find 

work.  Generally, government encourage and help people on welfare to find work through the 

welfare - to work program, which consists of two major parts: education/training and job 

seeking. Between the two parts, either can solve the problem alone.  Reformers on all sides favor 

these actions, but disagree on which should receive priority and which part should come first.  

There are several issues within Toronto’s welfare-to-work program. First, large number of 

residence faces obstacles to obtain the training. It is important to understand most people on 

social assistance do not want to take on large debt through student loans, so it is important for 

the government to provide or support the education/training needed. But almost half of 

Employment Ontario’s $1.2 billion worth of training programs are available only to people 

receiving employment insurance benefits, yet,  less than a quarter of the jobless in Toronto are 

eligible for EI due to its qualification requirements, such as the number of working hours 

required - excluding those who are self-employed.  This means that swaths of job seekers, 

including those who are self-employed, are shut out of there programs. Second, the job-seeking 

system has administrative issues, with duplicated and fragment information spreading 

throughout the system. Despite several hundred government and government-contracted 

employment agencies operating in Toronto, “services are often fragmented, confusing, 

duplicated and exceedingly difficult to navigate”, says Toronto’s Working As One report - there 

lacks “big picture” in the job-seeking service system. Lastly, many who live on the disability 

support program would like to be employed, as least part time, despite that they are not 

expected to work. Often they find it difficult to  access wide range of service and feel trapped in 

the system.  

City data shows that about half of the household currently on Ontario’s welfare has been on the 

program more than once over the past three years. This further evidenced the difficulty for the 

vulnerable to compete and retain jobs. Recommendations have been made against the 

segregation between people on welfare and other job seekers. Many claims this separation has 
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led to service duplication, confusion, administrative inefficiencies, and reinforces the stigma of 

receiving assistance, and believes that people on welfare should have access to the same 

training programs as all job-seekers. Other recommendations further emphasizes and calls for 

reinforcement of the education aspect of welfare-to-work, but the funding and logistic aspect 

remains a question.  

Discussion Question: 

 Which (if any) of the recommendations above should we adopt? What would the 

implementations look like? 

 What other ways are there to improve our welfare-to-work system? What are the facelet 

to consider when it comes to implementation? 
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