
Model City Hall 2018 
Public Health 
Mateo Huegel and Niam Pattni 
 
   

Dear Delegates, 

 

Welcome to Model City Hall! We’re very excited to present you this year’s Public Health 

committee, where we’ll be discussing important municipal issues relating to public health and 

public safety, including police brutality and the opioid epidemic. Municipal issues tend to be 

often under-discussed, perhaps because the municipal government, and the issues it attempts to 

deal with, appear to lack the urgency that more global issues like climate change or refugee 

crises. There is no way to mess up parking spaces so badly that you cause the extinction of 

humanity, but that’s hardly a reason to not care about them. Getting people involved in 

municipal government and local issues is the mandate of Model City Hall, and so we hope that 

through this conference you gain an appreciation of the importance of participating in local 

government.  

Your chairs for this committee will be Mateo Huegel and Niam Pattni, and your Crisis director will 

be Satvik Bajaj. Mateo is a Grade 11 student at University of Toronto Schools, who enjoys 

cooking and playing guitar. This is his first year chairing at MCH. Niam is attending William Lyon 

Mackenzie C.I. in Grade 12. He loves video games, nights out with other guys, and karaoke.  

Looking forward to seeing you at Model City Hall! 

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

Mateo & Niam 
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Topic 1: Heroin and the Opioid Epidemic 

With a recent spike in overdose deaths due to heroin and other opioids, it has become 

increasingly clear that Toronto needs a more effective way of combating overdose-related drug 

deaths. Possible reasons for this include an increase in the distribution of heroin laced with 

fentanyl, an extremely potent and addictive painkiller, whose presence in the heroin often 

causes unintentional overdoses. As well, due to the over prescription of opioid-based painkillers, 

addiction has risen precipitously. Safe injection sites are a proposed harm-reduction solution to 

decrease drug-related deaths. Harm-reduction solutions focus on treating the effects of a 

complicated problem, instead of the root cause, which can be helpful when the root cause is 

extremely complex. These sites are medically supervised areas in which intravenous drugs are 

legally permitted to be injected. They also provide sterile equipment for the administration of 

those drugs, cutting down on the spread of diseases like HIV. Typically, counselling is also offered 

to visitors, as a means to convince them to get help. Proponents argue that it is a humane way to 

decrease drug-related deaths and remove stigma, whereas opponents contend that the state 

should not be sanctioning drug use. Currently, an interim site is open at Yonge and Dundas1. 

Another prominent harm-reduction strategy is increasing the distribution of medicines and 

treatments like Naloxone, which can block the effects of opioid overdose in minutes if it is 

administered in time2. Distributing this drug to police and first responders could potentially 

decrease the number of overdose deaths, especially in situations where police do not have 

enough time to get treatment for the victim. Additional proposals have considered placing 

access to the medication in schools, so students could prevent others from dying from 

overdoses. 

 

 

                                                           
1 https://www1.toronto.ca/wps/portal/contentonly?vgnextoid=f998163207663510VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD 
2 https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drugsafety/postmarketdrugsafetyinformationforpatientsandproviders/ucm472923.htm 
 

https://www1.toronto.ca/wps/portal/contentonly?vgnextoid=f998163207663510VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drugsafety/postmarketdrugsafetyinformationforpatientsandproviders/ucm472923.htm
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Questions to Consider: 

 Is providing safe injection sites to addicts the same as condoning drug abuse, and if so, 

should the municipal government reconsider its proposed harm-reduction strategies? 

 Will providing areas to safely inject drugs increase their abuse? 

 Should we consider putting treatments like Naloxone in schools? What are the possible 

implications of doing so? 
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Topic 2: Police Accountability 

With the rise of excessive use of force by police, many have called for increased accountability of 

the police to those they are charged to protect. Situations like that of Sammy Yatim in 2013, 

where a man carrying a knife on a near-empty TTC streetcar was shot eight times by a police 

officer after threatening passengers and brandishing a knife3. Cases like these make it difficult for 

some to trust the police, which is problematic given the fact that police are responsible for 

protecting those people. This has an adverse effect on crime, as a lack of trust encourages a lack 

of respect for the law, as people fear that they will be treated like criminals regardless, which 

runs the risk of increasing the crime rate. This is particularly problematic in communities that are 

racially profiled by the police. Collecting data on race-related crime statistics has long been a 

taboo, hampering crime reduction efforts, so delegates may want to consider making strides to 

address this. In order to address the issue of excessive use of force, a few proposals have been 

suggested, mostly centering on increasing the data available in order to determine culpability in 

scenarios where guilt is unclear. One of these proposals suggests making police wear body 

cameras in order to have enough data to properly determine whether an officer used excessive 

force or responded to a situation inappropriately. This approach has its flaws however, as privacy 

concerns have been brought up in regards to storage and use of the footage. It can be agreed on 

however, that it is a very thorny issue, and that a creative solution will be needed to properly 

mend relations between the police and the people. 

Questions to Consider 

 How can we mend relations between police and communities who have experienced 

strained relations with the police? 

 Is forcing police to use body cameras or other similar recording devices too invasive? Is it 

still justified? 

                                                           
3 https://www.thestar.com/news/crime/2016/01/25/jury-returns-in-murder-trial-for-const-james-forcillo-charged-
in-shooting-death-of-sammy-yatim.html 

https://www.thestar.com/news/crime/2016/01/25/jury-returns-in-murder-trial-for-const-james-forcillo-charged-in-shooting-death-of-sammy-yatim.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/crime/2016/01/25/jury-returns-in-murder-trial-for-const-james-forcillo-charged-in-shooting-death-of-sammy-yatim.html
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 How can high crime rates be addressed in communities that have thorny relationships 

with the police? 
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Topic 3: Cannabis Legalization and Taxation 

As per their pre-election platform, Trudeau's Liberal Party plans to legalize the use and licensed 

sale of cannabis and related products across Canada. After months of debate, the new laws are 

set to come into action in July of 2018, after which any citizen over 18 (19 in Ontario) can legally 

buy and use cannabis products. Opposing parties have questioned the harmfulness of the drug, 

as well as its taxation and enforcement. Long-lasting effects of the drugs include breathing 

problems, increased heart rate, and pregnancy complications, but others say these are effects of 

smoking and not the drug itself4. Because there are still a lot of questions to be answered, 

provinces will be responsible for educating the public on the drug’s dangers and safe use. This 

will inevitably come with a cost, and the Liberal government believes they have found a solution. 

Currently, in addition to 13% HST, the federal government has proposed that a $1 per gram or 

10% of retail (whichever is higher) tax be applied to cannabis products. The tax revenue would 

be split 50-50 with the province of sale, and would be used to pay for education, health 

programs, and enforcement. Provincial governments have expressed their feelings towards the 

proposed tax plan, saying it is not fair to the provinces since they will do most of the work5. In 

addition to typical marijuana, cannabis can also be consumed in edible forms such as in 

chocolate or candy, however, these products will not be available for public purchasing until July 

20196. The intention is to allow time to see how traditional marijuana settles into the market 

before introducing a new type of product, however, many believe that we should start by selling 

edible products as they are a healthier alternative, since heating up THC increases its potency. 

Even though marijuana will be legal in a few short months, the controversy surrounding its 

legalization has not ceased, and debates will continue well past July and into the future. 

Questions to Consider: 

 How will legalizing marijuana affect our societal views on drugs? 

                                                           
4 https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/drugfacts/marijuana 
5  https://www.bnn.ca/ottawa-proposes-cannabis-tax-of-1-per-gram-plus-gst-1.911802  
6 https://globalnews.ca/news/3784650/marijuana-edibles-july-2019/ 

https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/drugfacts/marijuana
https://www.bnn.ca/ottawa-proposes-cannabis-tax-of-1-per-gram-plus-gst-1.911802
https://globalnews.ca/news/3784650/marijuana-edibles-july-2019/
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 What is an appropriate tax plan for the sale of cannabis products? Consider needs such 

as enforcement and education. 

 Will legalizing marijuana accomplish the original goal of fully regulating and restricting 

the drug? Will black markets still thrive on its sale? Will it be less accessible for youth? 
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Topic 4: Illegal Protest Protocol 

The fundamental freedoms in Canada's Charter of Rights and Freedoms guarantee us the 

freedom of opinion and expression as well as the freedom of peaceful assembly. For these 

reasons, Canadian citizens can peacefully protest for any cause, and we see these 

demonstrations on a regular basis. However, there are laws which must be followed to 

demonstrate on the streets of Toronto, and recent incidents of illegal protests have caused 

municipal lawmakers to reconsider how protesting protocol and permits are structured. 

Currently, it is legal to protest on Toronto’s streets, but recommended that a police permit is 

attained to maintain public safety7. However, demonstrating on government assembly grounds is 

prohibited without an official permit8. Although in most cases these rules are followed, in some 

they are not, and no consequences have been brought upon these illegal protesters. Many 

officials are unsure whether these illegal protests should be stopped because of their lack of 

documentation, or if stopping them infringes on some of the fundamental freedoms we are 

guaranteed. City councillors are currently discussing how to regulate protests to maintain public 

safety and ensure lawfulness, while not infringing on Canadian charter rights. One of the more 

popular solutions involves a mandatory police permit for demonstrations. This way, police will be 

there on time and will know all details of a protest in order to keep both the demonstrators and 

the public safe. As of now, blocking traffic as part of a demonstration is legal and within the 

protesters’ rights, but a debate is currently being had on how long traffic can be stopped for, and 

whether there are some intersections/streets which should not be blocked. Protesters use these 

traffic intersections to attract attention and have more people see their message, but some 

people who are affected by the stoppages do not feel they should be allowed. Legislation 

regarding demonstrations needs to be set in stone quickly to avoid any future conflicts. 

 

                                                           
7 https://nowtoronto.com/news/reasonable-doubt-how-to-organize-a-demonstration/  
8 http://www.ontla.on.ca/lao/en/getting-involved/use-of-assembly-grounds/  

https://nowtoronto.com/news/reasonable-doubt-how-to-organize-a-demonstration/
http://www.ontla.on.ca/lao/en/getting-involved/use-of-assembly-grounds/
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Questions to Consider: 

 Should police play an active role in city protests, if so, what are some limitations we 

should put on their power, if any? 

 How should the City of Toronto regulate demonstrations on public property and 

government grounds? 
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