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Dear Delegates,  

  

Welcome to the annual 2017 Model City Hall conference.  As the chairs of the Police Board, we 

look forward to engaging in debates and conversations about municipal safety.  There have 

been assigned roles for each delegate in the committee that range from ward councillors to 

members of the Toronto City Police. It is expected that each delegate takes on the persona of 

their roles, to ensure the committee is as realistic as possible.  We understand that some of you, 

might disagree with the views of your roles but please try to play them to the best of your 

abilities.  

 

Last year in the 2016 Police Board conference, ISIS had put a blockade into the heart of the city. 

This sort of crisis is extreme and we assure you, we will present you with one. Although, the last 

crisis was created by the basis of fiction/fantasy it is best to be prepared for the unexpected. 

Crisis’ are all fun  and games but we must also be serious.  Crisis’ often require you connecting 

topics so research prior to the conference is recommended.  

 

Although position papers are not required, delegates should research the topics of discussion in 

order to familiarize themselves with them.  The topics that we will be discussing are police 

brutality, and violent crimes. It would be good to bring notes in with you to help you in your points 

and arguments.  We hope you enjoy this year's conference. We wish you the best of luck.  

 

 

Best Regards,  

 

Satvik Bajaj and Reza Qurban-ali  (Police Board Co-Chairs)  

 

 

 

 

 

OVERVIEW 

 

Police Brutality 

Police Brutality can be defined as the excess/unnecessary  use of force by police when dealing 

with citizens.  This phenomenon has recently blown up by groups such as Black Lives Matter 

and used as an example of racial discrimination. Police Brutality comes in the form of 
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physicality, officers bully citizens with force, and it comes in the form of psychological 

intimidation ; false arrests or verbal harassment. Most cases of Police Brutality involve the 

infringement of sections 7 to 14 in the , Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedom.  As delegates 

you will come up with resolutions on how to limit these type of incidences or stop them 

altogether. 

 

Increased Gun Violence 

In 2016, total gun homicides in Toronto reached to 40, the highest Toronto has experienced 

since the “Year of the Gun” in 2005 where 52 people have been murdered. Since then, large 

raids in communities such as Jamestown and the Jane and Finch area have led to dozens of 

arrests and confiscations of weapons and drugs. In the following years, those communities and 

Toronto have seen a drop in gun violence until the slow rise up to 2016. Criminologists theorize 

three main reasons for the gun violence spike in recent years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic 1 : Police Brutality  

 

Case 1 : Robert Davis vs. New Orleans Police Department  
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 In brief, Robert Davis is a retired 

elementary school teacher who was brutally 

beaten and assaulted by  a NOPD [New Orleans 

Police Department] officer. Davis was buying a 

pack of cigarettes when the whole incident took 

place. Details were quite unclear, until a  video 

surfaced, showing Davis being punched 4 times in 

the head while saying he wasn’t drunk ; he was 

charged with public intoxication.  

 

 According to New Orleans municipal guidelines, striking a suspect in the head is 

condemned as a violation ; Davis was punched 4 times in the head.  A federal civil rights 

investigation began, as many believed the incident was race motivated ; Robert Davis being 

african american and the three NOPD officer being caucasian. However, police spokesman 

Marlon Defillo said race was not a factor.  

 

 According to Davis, he was walking around the french quarter when an officer asked 

about the curfew in the city when another officer interrupted. "This other guy interfered and I 

said he shouldn't," Davis said. "I started to cross the street and — bam — I got it. ... All I know is 

this guy attacked me and said, `I will kick your ass,' and they proceeded to do it." Police 

representatives believe that the officers used the amount of force they believed was necessary 

for the incident ?  

 

 Questions to Think About ?  

1) Is this incident truly considered Police Brutality ?   

2) How was Robert Davis charged with public intoxication ?  

3) Was the use of force in this case justified ?  

Case 2 : Kathryn Johnston vs. Atlanta Police Department  

 

 Mrs. Kathryn Johnston was killed by two APD [Atlanta Police Department] during a 

botched drug raid.  The 92 year old woman was sitting quietly in her home when two officers 

entered her residence. Johnston used a revolver to shoot the intruders [unaware it was APD] 

and the officers responded ; they fired off 39 shots hitting her 5 times.  

 

 Police had arrested Johnston and charged with trafficking marijuana ; a heavy charge in 

Atlanta. It was later then found out that the initial officers who investigated the house found 

nothing. They then pleaded guilty to placing three bags of marijuana in the house and then 
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reporting to county police as,”found evidence.” It was often questioned why this particular 

residence was broken into. An informant had claimed to have purchased marijuana frequently 

and this was considered enough evidence for a raid.  

 

 With more investigation in the case, the informant continued to reveal that, Kathryn 

Johnston was never the person to sell the marijuana ; her house however was the location of the 

illegal transaction.  The two police officers were then on trial later when they pleaded guilty to 

manslaughter. Some question whether that this case was race motivated or just a lack of 

training, on the officer's part.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOPIC 2 : Increased Gun Violence  

 

A very common and simple 

explanation for increased crime in 

Toronto is due to the increased 

amount of guns on the streets, 

enabling criminals more accessibility 

when committing homicides. 

Toronto’s police chief and other 

officials have argued an increase in 

gun seizures shows more guns 

circulating on the city’s streets. By 

just the summer of 2016, 250 

firearms have been confiscated, 100 

of them being handguns that year. 
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What is unclear is how many of these guns are considered “crime guns” – guns possessed 

illegally or used in a crime. Over the past four years, the number of crime guns seized has 

consistently been between 575 and 610. If all 250 guns seized over the first quarter of the year 

are deemed crime guns, then Chief Saunders’s theory could certainly hold. 

 

Toronto Police Service already pays tens — if not hundreds — of thousands of dollars annually 

to criminals to inform upon illegal gun possessors. In fact, paying underworld informants is the 

main police weapon against illegal gun possession.  Toronto police services have found 

programs of trading goods for the guns citizens bring in (AKA Gun Amnesty Programs) were 

much more efficient than seizure-based methods.  Historically, however, the majority of guns 

seized by Toronto police are not crime guns; they are handed over as part of regular amnesty 

programs and the guns usually collected by those programs are by law abiding citizens turning 

in old, unused guns.  

 

Neither the Toronto police, nor the OPP’s provincial weapons enforcement unit, the lead agency 

on stopping the flow of guns, could provide specifics about where the glut of firearms is 

originating. More than two-thirds of guns used in crimes in Canada can be traced back to the 

United States. Christian Leuprecht, a Queen’s University and Royal Military College political 

science professor who studies gun-smuggling networks explains the demand for guns among 

organized crime in Canada means that smuggled guns can fetch 10 times their U.S. value and 

can be easily shipped across the border. The Canadian Border Services Agency isn’t able to 

stop every car, so many smuggled goods pass by.  

 

Border agents, mainly at crossings in Southern Ontario, seized 

261 firearms from April 1, 2015, to Jan. 25, 2016, according to 

data provided by the CBSA. That is up from 172 for the same 

period a year earlier. For the more recent period, 41 weapons 

were non-restricted firearms such as hunting rifles, 81 were 

restricted firearms such as handguns, and 139 were prohibited 

guns that include automatic weapons. 

 

Habits of Gang Members 

Officials have blamed gangs for a number of this year’s shootings. But that doesn’t mean there’s 

a new turf war – the problem is that guns are being used in new ways in old turf wars. After the 

height of gun crime in 2005, police enforcement was strong enough that gang members didn’t 

regularly carry guns and would stash them with friends or family. In order to use that gun, gang 
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members would have to have a lot more planning involved, rather than being more 

spontaneous. 

Gangs didn’t carry it with them all the time, and they knew their rivals didn’t carry it with them all 

the time. So instead they would gather intelligence about where maybe their rivals are going to 

be, then they would go get their guns that are hidden in their stash house, then go to where 

those rivals might be and hopefully see them and then use the guns. Common practices like 

these made gun violence in gangs much less erratic. Now gang members are more likely to 

carry guns, and if they happen to spontaneously see rivals, those rivals have guns as well. Then 

comes an impulsive shooting, even if bystanders may get hurt in the process.People in 

Jamestown and neighbouring areas complain that gang members are younger and more 

impulsive than in the past, making the streets near their homes much more unstable and 

dangerous. 
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BONUS TOPIC: Carding  

 

In the United states of America, dozens of police chiefs and police unions have 

speculated that increased gunplay is a function of the “Ferguson effect” – the theory that 

officers are backing away from proactive policing in the face of large-scale protests against 

police brutality, including the shooting of an unarmed teenager in Ferguson, Mo. Perhaps the 

theory’s most reputable voice has been James Comey, the FBI director who has said the protest 

movement has created “a chill wind blowing through American law enforcement.” In a recent 

internal TPA poll, 97 per cent of officers said they were no longer policing as proactively as they 

once had. The lack of information lessens the control of safety officers have in communities and 

makes police unable to prevent crimes before they occur. Multiple attempts have been made by 

the Toronto Police Services to maintain practices such as “Carding” but public pressure has 

caused many police to hold back. 

 

  The theory has holes, however. For one, carding in Toronto has been suspended since 

Jan. 1, 2015, so the 217-per-cent increase compares two periods without carding. What’s more, 

the premise of the theory is that activists and protests have undermined the authority of police 

and ruined their relationship with the community. But the activists counter that police 

themselves are responsible for destroying their own credibility, through actions such as the 

Sammy Yatim streetcar shooting, the G20 kettling and racial profiling. 
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