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Dear delegates, 

  

It is our pleasure to welcome you to Model City Hall 2017. As the chairs of the Infrastructure and 

Transportation committee this year, we found that the most pressing issues that Toronto 

infrastructure faces today are 1. TTC Line 1 Relief and 2. Gridlock. These are both issues that 

plague the working class of Toronto and are the cause for billions of dollars in lost productivity, 

pollution, and inconvenience and dissatisfaction within the citizens of Toronto. 

  

We look forward to reading your position papers, listening to your thoughts and ideas, and 

reading the resolutions that you put forth to deal with these pressing issues. We will be judging 

delegates and selecting the Best Delegate, Outstanding Delegate, and Honorable Mention 

based on knowledge, diplomacy, problem-solving skills, and leadership qualities. In order to win 

an award, a position paper must be submitted to the chair or to wu.rupert@outlook.com by the 

beginning of the conference. Contenders for the Best Position Paper Award must submit via 

email by March 10 at 9:00pm. It is encouraged that delegates have done ample research so that 

they can offer interesting solutions and generate dynamic, interesting debate. 

  

To both of us, the beauty of Model City Hall, Model United Nations, Model Parliament, and the 

like is truly undeniable. We’re a bunch of high school (and some middle school) students that are 

in a room offering implementable solutions to issues that world leaders and professionals have 

difficulty dealing with. 

  

We’re both experienced delegates that have been to a multitude of conference inside and 

outside of Toronto. Having chaired together before, we’re sure to provide all delegates with an 

enjoyable and memorable experience that is nonetheless productive and interesting. 

 

Welcome to Model City Hall 2017. Welcome to the Infrastructure and Transportation committee. 

  

With Warmest Regards, 

Salman Shahid and Robert Wu, wu.rupert@outlook.com 

Co-Chairs of the Infrastructure and Transportation Committee 

TOPIC 1: Line 1 Relief 

 

Yonge street has always been the centre of Toronto. The subway line (Line 1) began its 

existence in 1954 and has served the city well to this day. Currently, there are two branches of 

Line 1: University-Spadina, and Yonge. Both branches are underneath and nearby many 

important areas in the downtown core, such as the financial district, Union Station, the Eaton 
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Centre, Ryerson University, and the University of Toronto. However, with the growth of 

downtown economic activity, increase in people living in suburbs and population in general, the 

Line 1, no matter how efficient its two branches are, cannot sustain the strain of people who 

need to commute to and from the downtown core. The stations between St. George and 

Eglinton are the busiest, and Bloor-Yonge is so packed during rush hour, idle times are doubled 

and falling onto the tracks from the platform is a real danger. When it comes to transit, there 

seems to be conflicting ideas between transit managers, engineers and even politicians. Some 

proposals include more frequent trains, a downtown relief line, a subway line under Don Mills 

Road, and improvement of downtown streetcars. There may also be good solutions that have 

been shunned by everyone. The only stipulations are that Toronto residents all have different 

needs and desires, and that there are financial and infrastructure costs attached to each plan. 

Whatever decisions are made, they will stay for foreseeable future. 

 

What is happening? 

 

The Toronto Transit Commission’s first subway line, Line 1 “Yonge-University”, is in need of 

attention. The problem is that there are too many customers on the subway line in the centre of 

the city due to the expansions up north bringing more people into the downtown core. While the 

heavy ridership does in fact validate its operation, it stresses a need for serious amendments. 

Currently, an average weekday sees Line 1 carrying 731800 passengers, and the TTC and 

Metrolinx have both raised concerns that the current stress on Line 1 is not sustainable. 

 

Why the urgency? 

 

Line 5 Eglinton is an LRT rapid transit line under construction. It is projected to open and operate 

under the TTC by 2021. It is a mostly West-East rapid transit line running along, on top and 

underneath different areas of Eglinton Avenue. The cause for concern may lie in the 

connections with the Line 1 Yonge-University at Eglinton West and Eglinton stations. While this 

new rapid transit line will certainly reduce pressure on the transfer points of St. George and 

Bloor-Yonge stations, it will inevitably increase traffic on Line 1 in general; more people will use 

Line 5 and move onto Line 1 rather than just using Line 2.  

 

The straw that may break the camel’s back 

 

As of March 2017, Line 1 is under construction for an extension on the University-Spadina 

branch, to go north to Finch Avenue West, York University, Pioneer Village, Highway 407, and 

terminating at the Vaughan Metropolitan Centre. The extension north is estimated to carry 

165,000 passengers per day, which would represent a 22% increase in ridership on the line. 
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Many of these passengers will be commuting further into the City of Toronto, thereby worsening 

the already uncomfortable rush hour on Line 1. 

 

Potential solutions 

 

The common theme for proposed solutions is a “relief line” for Line 1. The idea is that there 

needs to be another independent rapid transit line running parallel to Line 1. Hopefully, said 

rapid transit line will reduce stress on Line 1 and reach more people easily. Some potential 

alignments proposed include along Don Mills Road, Jane Street, 

 

REFERENCES 

● https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/transportation/2016/03/02/york-region-pitches-

justin-trudeau-on-yonge-subway-extension.html 

●  

 

TOPIC 2: Traffic Congestion and Gridlock 

 

Toronto is a city that experiences a lot of traffic. This traffic can unnecessarily extend the 

amount of time that it takes working class Torontonians to commute to and from work or 

students to and from their schools. This issue strongly pertains to Toronto youth as gridlock and 

congestion will get worse as the population increases, leaving it up to the youth to deal with it. 

 

What are congestion and gridlock? 

 

Congestion is the result of an increasing amount of drivers on the streets. It is apparent by 

longer than usual trip times, slow speeds, and roads near their full capacity. When there are too 

many cars on the roads, then  

 

According to the New Oxford American Dictionary, gridlock is, “a traffic jam affecting a whole 

network of intersecting streets.”  

 

What are the current causes of congestion and gridlock in Toronto? 

 

There are multiple causes, including construction, overpopulation and the domino effect, 

underinvestment, and other causes. 

 

In terms of construction, often large machines and construction workers can take up entire 

lanes on streets. In my personal experience, I commute through the Don Mills Road and Eglinton 
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Ave East intersection every single week day, without fail. Construction on the Eglinton subway 

line has slowed down traffic considerably (I take the bus, but it is clearly visible that traffic just 

isn’t moving at the same speed that it used to). Delegates will have to take into account that 

construction is often extremely important (in cases like this, especially), and that an innovative 

solution has to be reached, that makes construction possible and reduces commute time. 

 

Overpopulation and the domino effect play a key role in traffic congestion and gridlock. With 

population increasing, roads are reaching their full capacity. However, for maximum operating 

efficiency (i.e. no serious traffic jams), roads must not be anywhere near their full capacity. Full 

capacity means that roads are entirely filled with cars, almost bumper to bumper. This is simply 

because there are too many cars on the street. In an ideal situation, there would be less cars on 

the street, meaning that there is sufficient space between all cars. This is where the domino 

effect comes in place. If one car brakes, the car behind it brakes, and so on. When the street is 

almost full, this means that a lot of cars will be stopping and causing serious traffic issues. If the 

streets were not near full capacity, and there was sufficient space between cars, one car 

breaking does not mean that all cars behind it must brake. Another thing to consider is a heavy 

traffic jam versus heavy traffic flowing smoothly. If all cars are moving and no one is stopping, 

traffic isn’t jammed, it’s just slow. However, as stated previously, if just one car brakes, smoothly 

flowing traffic will be thrown into a traffic jam. Delegates should consider how to mitigate this 

phenomenon (perhaps making anti-traffic jam procedures part of the standardized driver-ed 

courses in accordance with the Ministry of Transportation Ontario). To better understand this 

phenomena, please visit: ww2.kqed.org/lowdown/2013/11/12/traffic-waves/ and use the “Hit 

the Brakes” simulator on the website. 

 

Underinvestment in traffic systems and traffic lights also causes a lot of delay in transportation 

and heavy traffic as a result. Among his election campaign results, Tory promised a crackdown 

on 10 of Toronto’s heaviest traffic causing intersections, so this cause has been improved, but it 

is clear that congestion and gridlock still remain a problem. 

 

What is the impact of congestion and gridlock in Toronto? 

 

The effects of this increased traffic include poor air quality due to smog, billions of dollars lost in 

productivity, and most of all presenting a strain on the mental and physical well being of Toronto 

citizens (mental because of being in a car for sometimes 3 hours a day just for basic commute 

and physical because of the strain caused on hands and feet by driving all day).  

 

http://ww2.kqed.org/lowdown/2013/11/12/traffic-waves/
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According to an article on Global News, “Metrolinx has cited the economic impact of gridlock at 

$6 billion annually. But that’s a conservative number: the C.D. Howe institute said in 2013 the 

number was closer to $11 billion. (Armstrong)” 

 

Psychology 

 

A key part of a well-functioning civilization (Toronto, in this case) is the efforts of the government 

to make it’s citizens happy. Gridlock and congestion cause a lot of mental stress due to the 

uncertainty present in those scenarios. Uncertainty makes driving worse. According to former 

Harvard professor David Maister, “anxiety makes waits seem longer.” If one driver is driving a 

distance of 30 kilometers at a speed of roughly 60 km/h, their commute will be roughly half-an-

hour, assuming there is little to no traffic. However, if a driver has to commute 15 kilometers at 

the same speed, but with significant traffic, their trip (which would normally have been 15 

minutes) will now be anywhere from 25 minutes to 45 minutes. Even if it takes 30 minutes (same 

as previous example), psychologists argue that the uncertainty of how long the trip will take 

makes a wait of the same time seem longer. Hence, delegates must come up with a way to end 

this uncertainty by reducing congestion and gridlock. 

 

What Are Some Possible Solutions? 

 

Some of the solutions include methods that will reduce the number of cars on the street, 

significantly investing to improve the public transit system, or installing new technology to 

replace outdated traffic lights. It is up to the delegates to argue the best way to deal with the 

problem, as each solution has its own pros and cons, and it is hard to decide a definite solution. 

Decades of underinvestment in streets and Toronto infrastructure in general has caused traffic 

to increase. With housing prices on rising exponentially, working, middle class people are forced 

to buy houses further and further away from downtown Toronto, a problem which is made 

significantly worse by increasing amounts of traffics that show no sign of slowing down. 

Delegates must present solutions including but not limited to the ones presented above and 

argue which is the most cost-efficient, effective, and stable in the long-term, as well as how it 

can be prevented in the future. 

 

 

Underlying Issues to Keep in Mind: Infrastructure Maintenance 

  

 Although they present no pressing issues, maintenance of amenities such as power, 

water, sewage, bridges, and the internet are important. Keep these in mind while you are solving 

the main topics above.  

http://www.thestar.com/business/2013/11/29/gridlock_the_6_billion_at_least_problem.html
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http://www.canadianbusiness.com/economy/the-end-of-gridlock/

